Narang Wong resident of Newurk’s Chimatown and ener of the Shimgeat 
Resrawemt operating here wt the 1960, with hey sor Ba 


he Couneil has provided funding 
| fir a lecture with slides by Yoland 
Skeete on the Chinese in Newark, a 


presentation hailed by a stancling ovation 
Board member Peter Li praised the work 
Ms, Skeets, a documentarian at the Sumei 
‘Multidisciplinary Arts Center in Newark, 
“has pieced together a vietual gold mine 
of information. Her work will fill a oie in 
our understanding of Asian American his 
tory as well as Newark history 

‘As Skecte explained, the Chinese wre 
a thriving ethnic group in Neveark from 
the 18706 to the 1960s. Located in an area 
lichind City Lull, Newark’s Chinatown at 


the turn of the century had an even ta 
population than New York City's, rewe 
a pratk of S00K) in 192 


Sadly, however, a welcome mat wa 


never put out. Originally, the Chinese 


most from the same province and 
from the same village, were brought about 
ten miles north of Newark to Belleville 
vwork in a laundry: not only did local resi 
dents protest their presence, but wall had 
to be built around the laundry to protect 
workers, Although it was to escape this 
hostility that many of the immigrants de 
cided to settle in Newark, relocation failed 
to eradicate their problems During the 


NEWARK’S CHINATOWN ¥ Suet! Frifletumamilin New lettre 


Sening 2002 


id 1934s, both police and £11 
ed the community ander the 
nding illegal immigrants and 
The constant harassment ultimately 
and 


ny Chinese to flee the ¢ 


bby 1939 the population had dwindled from 
W000 to 1000. 

Pethaps not surprisingly, books on the 
history of Newark are silent about this vi 
brant center of ethnic culture, even though 


{was the widow of a former Newark mayor 
who built the Mulberry Chinatown Arcade 


‘bought from the family of writer Ste 
ane, AC209 Mulberry stood Newark’s 


H largest grocery store and Chine 


wraditional Chinese herbs and 
served the area through the 19604 
Newark’s Chinatown may, indeed, 
become history, In the spring of 2002, just 
two Chinese f date 
bback to the 1870s remain in the old neigh 


borhood. They, along with other residents, 
are slated to be displaced by the construc 


tion of an arena (or the New Jersey Net 


They may seem to have disappeared, 


bution of the Chinese 


to Newark. Her interest is both profession 
al and personal, since the history of the 
early Chi hi 
family history as well. She calls her work 
thus far just the beginning,” Robert Lee, 
Exccutive Director of the Asian America 
Arts Contre, explains that she “has caught 
a scholar’ fir Ie adds: “It isa joy to sce 
sex bring this story to life” # 


diaspora includes 


Foankenstein REVISITED 


ongratulstinns to three Nev Jersey 
( siles selected amung 80 nationwide 
ESR ING IRENE OR 


ities thal are part and parca of scien 
progress, Developed by the National Libr 
TE tae i cae a 


ming award to promote the exhibit, 


acy Among the six sections of panels all 
SEE ee ON eS GEE 


Fle, fe 
Quiadig hi 
Prova, 
Viebaan 


RAMIFICATIONS OF 
THE VIETNAMESE WAR 
A NEW DOCUMENTARY 


‘ohn Hulme was three weeks old 

when his father was killed in Vietnam, 

“Unknown Soldies,” his recent docu- 
fhentary, funded by the Council and being 
shown at the New Jersey (nternational Fit 
Featival. Rutgers University, on June 28, i» 
hhis attempt tu uamderstand 9 man bo never 
met The journey eventually «ook himn and 
his mother to Vietnam, where they found 
their mirror images in many children andl 
‘wives, fellow sutlerers compassionate 
enough 10 guide their guests to the moun. 
tains af Quang Tv Province where a rocket 
had ended his father’s lite 

‘Hulme explains the change that occur 
ted in his project ax the work prngreased. 
He had thought the film would merely elt 
his personal story, but something more 
emerged. It became; he says, a story “ahout 
simple, human things, like duty and honor, 
redemption and loss, about having to ive 
through unthinkable tragedy and somehow 
finding the strength to go on, about the 
courage it takes for people to open a thirty 
‘year old wotand that will never truty heal" ¢ 


In the coming months, Jersey City 
Library’s project coordinator, Assistant 
PEELE aE OPES a Eee 


